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1
SPHERICAL DESALINATION DEVICE

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates generally to desalination
devices and systems, and particularly to a spherical desalina-
tion device having a number of concentric circular evapora-
tion trays arranged in a conical tiered stack. The evaporation
trays are installed within a spherical glass shell that rotates to
wipe condensation from the inner surface of the shell.

2. Description of the Related Art

Innumerable systems and devices have been developed in
the past for the purpose of distilling and purifying various
liquids. One environmental area in which this is particularly
important is the arid areas of the Middle East, in which much
of the potable water provided for the citizenry is produced
from the evaporation of seawater.

All such distillation systems and devices require energy
input for their operation. In many cases solar energy is used
exclusively, but the use of only solar energy generally results
in relatively inefficient production of pure water. Alterna-
tively, many systems have been constructed to use energy
input from other sources, e.g., heating by burning petroleum
fuels, electrical energy produced by the burning of such fuels
or other fossil fuels, etc. Such energy intensive systems are
generally capable of producing a considerably greater vol-
ume of pure water than systems utilizing only solar energy,
but the cost of water production is relatively high due to the
cost of the energy used.

Thus, a spherical desalination device solving the afore-
mentioned problems is desired.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The spherical desalination device includes a hollow spheri-
cal transparent shell that serves as a water distillation cham-
ber or still. Water is initially warmed by passing through an
underground system for geothermal heating, with the water
then being pumped into the hollow spherical shell. The water
flows from the upper portion of the shell, to fill a series of
concentric circular trays arranged in a conical stack within the
shell. Water flows from the smallest diameter tray at the top
into the next smallest tray immediately below, and thence
cascades into each successively lower and larger diameter
tray until all the trays are filled. Sunlight focused on the
transparent shell or still causes the water to evaporate, with
the water collecting upon the interior surface of the shell.

A resilient seal is disposed about the lower rim of the
largest and lowest evaporator tray, with this seal being placed
at the equator of the hollow shell. The shell is rotated by an
external motor, thereby drawing the internal surface of the
shell across the seal to remove collected condensation from
the internal surface of the shell. Evaporation is aided by
reducing the air pressure within the shell. Internal and exter-
nal fans may also be installed to cool the surface of the shell
in order to promote condensation on the interior surface of the
shell. The collected purified water is drained from the spheri-
cal shell to a collector tank.

These and other features of the present invention will
become readily apparent upon further review of the following
specification and drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a diagrammatic perspective view of a spherical
desalination device according to the present invention, illus-
trating its various components and their relationships.
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FIG. 2 is a perspective view of the spherical evaporation
shell of the spherical desalination device of FIG. 1, showing
its internal conical array of evaporator trays, supports, belt
drive, and vacuum and water lines and connections.

FIG. 3 is a perspective view of an alternative embodiment
of an evaporator tray array for the spherical desalination
device of FIG. 1, the array having honeycomb elements
installed therein to provide greater surface area.

Similar reference characters denote corresponding fea-
tures consistently throughout the attached drawings.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

The spherical desalination device comprises a hollow
transparent spherical shell, undistilled water being pumped
into the shell and evaporating therein. The evaporated, dis-
tilled water is then recovered from the shell for use.

FIG. 1 provides a schematic diagram showing the basic
components of the device or system. The primary component
is the hollow transparent spherical shell 10 that serves as the
distilling component or still. The shell 10 may be made of
glass or other suitable transparent material to allow sunlight
or other heat energy to pass through the wall of the shell to
heat the contents therein.

FIG. 2 provides a more detailed view of the shell 10. The
shell includes an internal surface 12 and defines an internal
volume 14. A plurality of circular evaporator trays, e.g., 16a
through 16g, is installed within the spherical shell 10. The
trays range from the smallest diameter uppermost tray 164 to
the largest diameter lowermost tray 16g, with a largest, low-
ermost collector tray 16/ at the bottom. The trays are arranged
in a concentric tiered conical stack, as shown in FIGS. 1 and
2. A water dispenser 18 (nozzle, spray head, etc.) extends
concentrically through the stack of trays 16a through 16/,
with water flowing primarily into the uppermost tray 16a and
cascading into each successive tray therebelow. A resilient
seal 20 is installed along the rim of the largest diameter,
lowermost collector tray 16/, with this seal 20 bearing against
the internal surface 12 of the shell 10 essentially at the hori-
zontal equator thereof. A circulation fan 22 is installed within
the internal volume 14 of the shell 10 beneath the trays 16a
through 16%. This fan 22 serves to circulate air within the
lower hemisphere of the shell 10, to draw air heated by the
glass of the shell 10 away from the internal surface 12 thereof
and simultaneously warm the bottom of the trays 16a through
16/2. Much of the air within the shell 10 is evacuated, but some
air remains and the internal circulation fan 22 serves to cir-
culate this air.

FIG. 1 illustrates the componentry of the system external to
the transparent spherical shell 10. Undistilled water is pro-
vided from a water supply in a storage tank 24 or the like.
However, rather than transferring the water directly to the
shell 10, the water first passes through a geothermal water
heating system to warm the water initially before the water
flows into the hollow shell 10. The undistilled water initially
flows into the inlet end 26 of a subterranean water heating coil
28, with the water being heated by the latent heat of the earth.
The heating coil 28 is passive, in that it does not receive any
other energy input.

The heated water flows from the output end 30 of the coil
28, into the input end 32 of a return line 34 that returns the
heated water to the surface. The return line 34 is enclosed in
athermally insulated vacuum chamber 36 disposed below the
surface, with the chamber insulation 38 serving to reduce heat
loss as the heated water flows upward closer to the cooler
surface of the earth. A vacuum pump 40 draws air from the
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vacuum chamber 36, and is also connected to the hollow shell
10 via a vacuum line 42 to draw air from the interior 14
thereof. A water pump 44 draws the heated water from the
output end 46 of the return line 34, and delivers that initially
heated water to the distilling shell 10 via a water inlet line 48.

Distilled water condenses on the internal surface 12 of the
shell 10 during operation of the system or device. Eventually
this condensation will run down the inner surface 12 of the
shell 10 to be collected in the outermost tray 16/. However,
more rapid collection of the condensation is achieved by
rotating the hollow spherical shell 10 about a horizontal axis,
around the relatively stationary trays 16a through 16/. This
rotation is accomplished by means of a motor 50 disposed
externally to the shell 10, with the motor 50 driving the
rotation of the shell 10 by a belt 52 or other alternative
mechanism, e.g., chain drive, geared shaft, etc. The tiered
trays 16a through 16/ remain horizontal within the shell 10
by means of any conventional mechanism, e.g., stationary
connecting shaft concentric with the rotary drive shaft 54,
counterweights, etc. Similarly, the connections ofthe vacuum
line 42 and water line 48 to the shell 10 may be by any
conventional means, e.g., concentric tubes and sealed slip
fittings, etc. Such fittings are well known in the pneumatic and
hydraulic fields for transferring fluids under pressure from
relatively moving or rotating components without loss. The
circumferential seal 20 about the lowermost collector tray
16/ wipes the condensation from the internal surface 12 of the
shell 10 as the shell rotates around the evaporation and col-
lector trays 16a through 16/, with the collected water running
into the lowermost collector tray 16/ for removal from the
shell 10 by conventional means (e.g., drain pump and drain
line through the rotary shaft 54, etc.).

Additional components are provided to assist in the evapo-
rative process, as shown in FIG. 1. An external cooling fan 56
is installed beneath the shell 10, with the fan 65 directing
airflow toward the bottom of the shell 10 to cool the shell in
order to promote condensation on the shell. Conversely, one
or more mirrors 58 may be provided to focus sunlight into the
shell 10 or at least into the upper portion thereof, to promote
heating of the evaporator trays 16a through 16g and corre-
sponding evaporation of the water therein.

Electrical power for the operation of the various electrical
components, i.e., the internal and external fans 22 and 56, the
vacuum and water pumps 40 and 46, and the rotary drive
motor 50 for the shell 10, may be provided by various so-
called “clean” energy sources, e.g., solar power cells 60 and/
or a wind turbine or generator 62, etc. The electrical power
produced may be stored in storage batteries 64 for use in
powering the above-described electrical components. The
specific wiring diagram is not shown in order to simplify the
drawing Fig., but such wiring is conventional and need not be
illustrated.

FIG. 3 provides a detailed perspective view of an alterna-
tive embodiment of the evaporator and collector trays 16a
through 16%. The trays 16a through 16/ of FIG. 3 contain
honeycomb inserts 66 therein, within the concentric channels
defined by each of the trays. The cells of the honeycomb
inserts 66 are oriented vertically, to allow water to flow into
the cells and to evaporate from the cells. The additional sur-
face area provided by the honeycomb structure serves to
enhance evaporation. Alternatively, a series of fins or vanes 68
may be installed within the trays 164 through 16/ to increase
the surface area and enhance evaporation, as shown in the tray
array of FIG. 2, with the fins or vanes 68 and honeycomb
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inserts 66 not normally being installed in the same array of 65

trays. The trays 16a through 16/~ may be formed of any
suitable material, but are preferably constructed of a phase
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change material (PCM) of four layers or plies, with two inner
plies adapted to absorb heat, a medial ply that generates heat
upon reaching a predetermined trigger temperature, and an
outer ply that serves as a thermal insulator. Latent heat is
stored in the PCM when it reaches the trigger temperature,
with this heat being released into the water in the trays as the
apparatus cools at night or in cloudy conditions. Such phase
change material is well known in other fields, and is conven-
tional.

It is to be understood that the present invention is not
limited to the embodiments described above, but encom-
passes any and all embodiments within the scope of the fol-
lowing claims.

We claim:

1. A spherical desalination device, comprising:

a hollow, spherical transparent shell defining an internal
volume and having an internal surface;

aplurality of evaporator trays disposed within the shell, the
trays ranging from an uppermost tray to a lowermost
tray,

a subterranean geothermal water heating system commu-
nicating with the internal volume of the shell, the geo-
thermal water heating system being adapted for receiv-
ing water to be desalinated;

amotor disposed external to the shell, the motor selectively
rotating the shell about a horizontal axis, the shell rotat-
ing about the evaporator trays; and

a resilient seal disposed about the circumference of the
lowermost tray, the seal bearing against the internal sur-
face of the shell and wiping condensation from the inter-
nal surface of the shell as the shell rotates.

2. The spherical desalination device according to claim 1,

wherein:

the evaporator trays are assembled in a concentric, tiered
conical stack, ranging from an uppermost smallest
diameter tray to a lowermost largest diameter tray; and

a vacuum pump is disposed external to the shell, the
vacuum pump communicating with the internal volume
of the shell.

3. The spherical desalination device according to claim 1,
further comprising a circulation fan disposed beneath the
evaporator trays within the internal volume of the shell.

4. The spherical desalination device according to claim 1,
further comprising a cooling fan disposed beneath the shell,
the cooling fan directing airflow toward the shell.

5. The spherical desalination device according to claim 1,
wherein the geothermal water heating system further com-
prises:

a storage tank adapted for holding the water to be desali-

nated;

a passive, subterranean water heating coil having an input
end and an output end, the input end communicating
with the storage tank;

a return line having an input end and an output end, the
input end of the return line communicating with the
output end of the heating coil;

a thermally insulated subterranean vacuum chamber sur-
rounding the return line;

avacuum pump drawing air from the vacuum chamber; and

a water pump communicating with the output end of the
return line and the shell, the water pump transferring
water from the return line to the shell.

6. The spherical desalination device according to claim 1,

further comprising a honeycomb insert disposed within each
of the evaporator trays.
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